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Muhammad Ali (born Cassius Clay) has always engendered an emotional
reaction from the public. From his appearance as an Olympic champion to his
iconic status as a national hero, his carefully constructed image and controversial
persona has always been intensely scrutinized. In Muhammad Ali, Michael Ezra
considers the boxer who calls himself “The Greatest” from a new perspective. He
writes about Ali’s pre-championship bouts, the management of his career and his
current legacy, exploring the promotional aspects of Ali and how they were
wrapped up in political, economic, and cultural “ownership.”

Ezra’s incisive study examines the relationships between Ali’s cultural appeal
and its commercial manifestations. Citing examples of the boxer’s relationship to
the Vietnam War and the Nation of Islam—which serve as barometers of his
“public moral authority”—Muhammad Ali analyzes the difficulties of creating
and maintaining these cultural images, as well as the impact these themes have
on Ali’s meaning to the public.
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Muhammad Ali (born Cassius Clay) has always engendered an emotional reaction from the public. From his
appearance as an Olympic champion to his iconic status as a national hero, his carefully constructed image
and controversial persona has always been intensely scrutinized. In Muhammad Ali, Michael Ezra considers
the boxer who calls himself “The Greatest” from a new perspective. He writes about Ali’s pre-championship
bouts, the management of his career and his current legacy, exploring the promotional aspects of Ali and
how they were wrapped up in political, economic, and cultural “ownership.”

Ezra’s incisive study examines the relationships between Ali’s cultural appeal and its commercial
manifestations. Citing examples of the boxer’s relationship to the Vietnam War and the Nation of
Islam—which serve as barometers of his “public moral authority”—Muhammad Ali analyzes the difficulties
of creating and maintaining these cultural images, as well as the impact these themes have on Ali’s meaning
to the public.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Muhammad Ali is a terrific book. Disciplined, convincing, equipped to deliver on his bold and original
thesis, Michael Ezra makes fresh sense not only of Ali as cultural icon and historical figure but of the vast
Ali literature and mythos that surrounds him.”
—Carlo Rotella, Boston College, author of Cut Time: An Education at the Fights

About the Author

Michael Ezra is Chair of the American Multicultural Studies Department at Sonoma State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon
(Sporting) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Patricia Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon (Sporting), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Mark Thomas:

Typically the book Muhammad Ali: The Making of an Icon (Sporting) has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.



Arthur Haynes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Muhammad Ali: The Making of an
Icon (Sporting) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Muhammad Ali: The
Making of an Icon (Sporting) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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