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Combining the latest insights from KIng biographies and movement histories,
this book provides an up-to-date critical analysis of the relationship between
King and the wider civil rights movement.  Delivering a fresh perspective on the
relationship between 'the man and the movement', Kirk argues that it is the
interactionbetween national and local movement concerns that is essential to
understanding King's leadership and black activism in the 1950s and 1960s.  Kirk
examines King's strengths and his limitations, and weighs the role that king
played in then movement alongside the contributions of other civil rights
organizations and leaders, and local civil rights activists.

Suitable for undergraduate courses in 20th century US history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"the finest brief biography of King currently on the market"

Patterns of Prejudice

 

"… a very fine introduction to the major themes of the civil rights movement"

Institute of Historical Research

 

"John A. Kirk's study achieves its aim of contextualizing  King's contribution to the civil rights movement
and evaluating his career."

Journal of American Studies, Volume 39 - 2005

“The book would work as a supplemental text in survey courses or other classes that emphasize political
history, leadership, government or the civil rights movement. Gives readers a glimpse of the political
leadership of Martin Luther King Jr”.

 

S. Jonathan Bass, Samford University

 

From the Back Cover
Martin Luther King Jr exercised a tremendous degree of influence in a movement that between 1955 and
1965 successfully dismantled a system of legalised racial segregation and disfranchisement entrenched for
over sixty years in the United States. How did King, who came from a subordinated group within American
society, help effect this change? What background, characteristics, abilities and ideas enabled him to do this?
Why was King so important in shaping the civil rights movement?
 
John A. Kirk looks at the sources of King¿s power in the black community and its relationship to wider
American society, focusing particularly on the role of the black church, the philosophy of nonviolence and
issues of leadership, whilst paying due attention to the voices of King¿s critics and detractors and to the
limitations of his power. He locates King firmly within the context of other leaders and organisations, voices
and opinions, and tactics and ideologies, which made up the movement as a whole.
 
Fifty years after the Montgomery bus boycott, which launched King¿s movement leadership, this book
moves beyond the all-too-often oversimplified story of King¿s life and times to provide an innovative
analytical framework for understanding the role played by one of the United States¿ most important
historical figures.



 
 
John A. Kirk is George W. Donaghey Professor and Chair of History at the University of Arkansas at Little
Rock (UALR). 

About the Author
John A. Kirk is George W. Donaghey Distinguished Professor of History and Department Chair at the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

This Martin Luther King Jr. book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Martin Luther King Jr.
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Martin Luther King Jr. can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Martin Luther King Jr.
having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jacob Keys:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Martin Luther King Jr. book is readable by means of you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Martin Luther King Jr. content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Martin Luther King Jr.
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jose Garcia:

The reason why? Because this Martin Luther King Jr. is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.



Justin Tapscott:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Martin Luther King Jr. reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Martin Luther King Jr. as good book not merely by the cover
but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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