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How One Man Masterminded the Soviet Drive Beat America to the Moon.

"Fascinating . . . packed with technical and historical detail for the space expert
and enthusiast alike . . . Great stuff!"-New Scientist

"In this exceptional book, James Harford pieces together a most compelling and
well-written tale. . . . Must reading."-Space News.

"Through masterful research and an engaging narrative style, James Harford
gives the world its first in-depth look at the man who should rightly be called the
father of the Soviet space program."-Norman R. Augustine, CEO, Lockheed
Martin.

"In Korolev, James Harford has written a masterly biography of this enigmatic
'Chief Designer' whose role the Soviets kept secret for fear that Western agents
might 'get at' him."-Daily Telegraph.

"Harford's fluency in Russian and his intimate knowledge of space technology
give us insights that few, if any, Americans and Russians have had into this dark
history of Soviet space."-Dr. Herbert Friedman, Chief Scientist, Hulburt Center
for Space Research Naval Research Laboratory.

"Reveals the complex, driven personality of a man who, despite unjust
imprisonment in the Gulag, toiled tirelessly for the Soviet military industrial
complex. . . . More than just a biography, this is also a history of the Soviet space
program at the height of the Cold War. . . . Highly recommended."-Library
Journal.

"For decades the identity of the Russian Chief Designer who shocked the world
with the launching of the first Sputnik was one of the Soviet Union's best-kept
secrets. This book tells vividly the story of that man, Sergei Korolev, in
remarkable detail, with many facts and anecdotes previously unavailable to the
West."-Sergei Khrushchev, Visiting Senior Fellow, Center for Foreign Policy
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CEO, Lockheed Martin.

"In Korolev, James Harford has written a masterly biography of this enigmatic 'Chief Designer' whose role
the Soviets kept secret for fear that Western agents might 'get at' him."-Daily Telegraph.

"Harford's fluency in Russian and his intimate knowledge of space technology give us insights that few, if
any, Americans and Russians have had into this dark history of Soviet space."-Dr. Herbert Friedman, Chief
Scientist, Hulburt Center for Space Research Naval Research Laboratory.

"Reveals the complex, driven personality of a man who, despite unjust imprisonment in the Gulag, toiled
tirelessly for the Soviet military industrial complex. . . . More than just a biography, this is also a history of
the Soviet space program at the height of the Cold War. . . . Highly recommended."-Library Journal.

"For decades the identity of the Russian Chief Designer who shocked the world with the launching of the
first Sputnik was one of the Soviet Union's best-kept secrets. This book tells vividly the story of that man,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The history of the intensely secretive Soviet space program makes a riveting backdrop to this lucid
biography of the dominant figure in that program, Sergei Korolev (1907-66). A brilliant engineer and superb
organizer, Korolev also possessed the cynicism and political cunning necessary to get his work done and
protect his staff from a government so paranoid he was forced to work in anonymity, known only as the
Chief Designer. The author, himself an aerospace professional, interviewed many of Korolev's colleagues in
Russia and brings to life both his enormous achievements and his earthy personality.

From Library Journal
In the late 1950s and early 1960s when the West was stunned by the space accomplishments of the Soviet
Union, the identity of their "Chief Designer" was a state secret in keeping with the tradition of Russian
national secrecy. It was not until his death at age 59 that the name of Sergei Korolev was revealed to the
world for posthumous honor by his government. Through interviews with family members and former
colleagues, Harford, executive director-emeritus, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics,
reveals the complex, driven personality of a man who, despite unjust imprisonment in the Gulag, toiled
tirelessly for the Soviet military industrial complex. Harford clearly demonstrates that Korolev was literally
the indispensable man behind the Soviet space program whose untimely death hobbled the Soviet effort to
land men on the moon. More than just a biography, this is also history of the Soviet space program at the
height of the Cold War. Highly recommended for public and academic libraries.?Thomas J. Frieling,
Bainbridge Coll., Ga.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"In this exceptional book, James Harford pieces together a most compelling and well-written tale . . . must
reading."-Space News

"A fascinating and perceptive history of the Russian space program.... Avid space enthusiasts will find this
story a necessary addition to their knowledge of space exploration."-Christopher C. Kraft, Jr., former
Director of Flight Operations, NASA

"His erudite and meticulously researched charting of the life and times of Korolev provides unique insights. .
. . This is a fascinating book . . . for the space expert and enthusiast alike. Great stuff."-New Scientist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Gonzalez:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Korolev: How One Man Masterminded the Soviet Drive
to Beat America to the Moon will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't



make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Thomas Garrett:

The book Korolev: How One Man Masterminded the Soviet Drive to Beat America to the Moon can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the great thing like a book Korolev: How One Man Masterminded the Soviet Drive to Beat America to
the Moon? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Korolev: How One
Man Masterminded the Soviet Drive to Beat America to the Moon has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Judy Williams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like
to something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be
option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that
you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Korolev: How One Man
Masterminded the Soviet Drive to Beat America to the Moon can be excellent book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Byron Hiebert:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Korolev: How One Man Masterminded the Soviet
Drive to Beat America to the Moon can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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