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Soldier, statesman, and scholar, Alfred the Great was a fascinating and highly
successful king, pushing back the Vikings to command what is now thought of as
the heart of England as ruler of Wessex from 871-899. In this, the first major
biography of King Alfred since 1902, his life, career and enduring legacy are
given a radical new interpretation, putting into question most of our assumptions
about this singular monarch.
Alfred P. Smyth's portrait of King Alfred rejects the image of a neurotic and
invalid king who supposedly remained a pious illiterate until he was almost 40.
Instead, we are shown a man of remarkable energy and intelligence who took
necessary steps to defend his people from the Norsemen. We see, too, a king who
had been a scholar all his life and who used his great knowledge to bolster the
powers of his own kingship. Smyth also provides a detailed examination of the
much-disputed medieval biography of King Alfred, attributed to the King's tutor,
Asser. Alfred Smyth argues that Asser's Life may, in fact, have been a late
medieval forgery--a revelation with profound implications for our understanding
of the whole of Anglo-Saxon history.
Smyth's King Alfred also contains major studies on the writings of this gifted
king, on the controversial charters of his reign, and on the origins of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle. (Smyth shows this work to have been much more closely
connected with the court of King Alfred than previously realized and suggests a
new date for the completion of the earliest Alfredian section of the Chronicle.) A
monumental and intriguing work of historical scholarship, King Alfred the Great
will dramatically change the way we understand this early period of western
civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication King Alfred the Great will make you to
become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Geraldine Louis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book King
Alfred the Great. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Peter Landon:

Why? Because this King Alfred the Great is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Alexander Goodman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular King Alfred the Great can give you a
lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have King Alfred the Great.
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