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In just over a hundred years--from the death of Muhammad in 632 to the
beginning of the Abbasid Caliphate in 750--the followers of the Prophet swept
across the whole of the Middle East, North Africa, and Spain. Their armies
threatened states as far flung as the Franks in Western Europe and the Tang
Empire in China. The conquered territory was larger than the Roman Empire at
its greatest expansion, and it was claimed for the Arabs in roughly half the time.
How this collection of Arabian tribes was able to engulf so many empires, states,
and armies in such a short period has perplexed historians for centuries. Most
accounts of the Arab invasions have been based almost solely on the early
Muslim sources, which were composed centuries later to illustrate the divinely
chosen status of the Arabs.

Robert Hoyland's groundbreaking new history assimilates not only the rich
biographical information of the early Muslim sources but also the many non-
Arabic sources, contemporaneous or near-contemporaneous with the conquests.
In God's Path begins with a broad picture of the Late Antique world prior to the
Prophet's arrival, a world dominated by two superpowers: Byzantium and
Sasanian Persia. In between these empires, emerged a distinct Arabian identity,
which helped forge the inhabitants of western Arabia into a formidable fighting
force. The Arabs are the principal actors in this drama yet, as Hoyland shows, the
peoples along the edges of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars, Bulgars, Avars,
and Turks--all played critical roles in the remaking of the old world order. The
new faith propagated by Muhammad and his successors made it possible for
many of the conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating the first Islamic
Empire. Well-paced, comprehensive, and eminently readable, In God's Path
presents a sweeping narrative of a transformational period in world history.
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the Arabs in roughly half the time. How this collection of Arabian tribes was able to engulf so many empires,
states, and armies in such a short period has perplexed historians for centuries. Most accounts of the Arab
invasions have been based almost solely on the early Muslim sources, which were composed centuries later
to illustrate the divinely chosen status of the Arabs.

Robert Hoyland's groundbreaking new history assimilates not only the rich biographical information of the
early Muslim sources but also the many non-Arabic sources, contemporaneous or near-contemporaneous
with the conquests. In God's Path begins with a broad picture of the Late Antique world prior to the
Prophet's arrival, a world dominated by two superpowers: Byzantium and Sasanian Persia. In between these
empires, emerged a distinct Arabian identity, which helped forge the inhabitants of western Arabia into a
formidable fighting force. The Arabs are the principal actors in this drama yet, as Hoyland shows, the
peoples along the edges of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars, Bulgars, Avars, and Turks--all played critical
roles in the remaking of the old world order. The new faith propagated by Muhammad and his successors
made it possible for many of the conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating the first Islamic Empire.
Well-paced, comprehensive, and eminently readable, In God's Path presents a sweeping narrative of a
transformational period in world history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[A] splendid new history of the Arab conquests.... Hoyland...has performed an invaluable service. His book
will surely serve as the definitive account of the Arab conquests for many years to come." --Tom Holland,
Literary Review

"In God's Path is a thoughtful and nuanced guide to an age that was far more complex than we might
imagine from older accounts." --Philip Jenkins, Books & Culture

"An illuminating, richly detailed, highly readable study of one of the crucial periods of history." --First
Things

"This is perhaps the best introduction to the Arab-Islamic Conquests available. Never before has this story
been told on the basis of such a wide range of sources, as Hoyland draws discerningly on the testimony of
both contemporary non-Muslims and of the classical Islamic tradition. The author's elegant style, fascinating
observations, and sharp analysis bring one of history's great moments to life, for the benefit of students,
scholars, and the general public. This book is original, authoritative, and a joy to read--I cannot recommend
it highly enough." --Adam Silverstein, author of Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction

"With its exceptional clarity, balanced judgment of both Muslim and non-Muslim sources, and a broad
perspective that encompasses peripheral peoples, Robert Hoyland's new book provides an account of the rise
of Islam that is as definitive as it is accessible." --G. W. Bowersock, author of The Throne of Adulis

About the Author

Professor of Late Antique and Early Islamic Middle Eastern History at New York University's Institute for
the Study of the Ancient World, Robert G. Hoyland is the author of Arabia and the Arabs.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

In other case, little individuals like to read book In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an



Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important the book In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the
Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization). You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Keith Cochran:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the
Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of
best book or suited book with you?

Clara Reece:

This In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and
Civilization) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always
deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using
great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the
Creation of an Islamic Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt in which?

Sharon Lopez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the In God's Path: The Arab Conquests and the Creation of an Islamic Empire
(Ancient Warfare and Civilization) when you desired it?
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