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Halt Station India chronicles the dramatic rise of Indias origina rail network, the
arrival of thefirst train, and the subsequent emergence of a pioneering electric
line-all in the port city of Bombay. Trains that once provoked awe and fear-they
were viewed as fire chariots, smoke-spewing demons-have today become a
nation's lifeblood. Taking awalk along Indiasfirst rail lines, the author stumbles
upon fragments of the past-a clock at Victoria Terminus that offers arare view of
acity; acannon near Magid Bunder Station that is worshipped as agod; a
watchtower overlooking Sion Station, believed to have housed a witch. Each pit-
stop comes with stories of desire and war, ambition and death-by Dockyard Road
Station, for instance, author Laurence Sterne's beloved, Eliza Draper, followed a
sailor into the seg; or closeto Parel Station, the wife of Indias governor general,
Lord Canning found agarden rich in tropical vegetation; this, she replicated at
Barrackpore. Drawing from journal s, biographies, newspapers and railway
archives-and with nostalgic, first-time accounts of those who travelled by India's
earliest trains-the book captures the economic and social revolutions spurred by
the country'sfirst train line. In this, Halt Station Indiais not just about the
railways-it is the story of the growth of India's business capital and arare study
of anation.
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Halt Station India chronicles the dramatic rise of India's original rail network, the arrival of thefirst train,
and the subseguent emergence of a pioneering electric line-all in the port city of Bombay. Trains that once
provoked awe and fear-they were viewed as fire chariots, smoke-spewing demons-have today become a
nation's lifeblood. Taking awalk along Indiasfirst rail lines, the author stumbles upon fragments of the past-
aclock at Victoria Terminus that offers arare view of acity; acannon near Magjid Bunder Station that is
worshipped as a god; awatchtower overlooking Sion Station, believed to have housed a witch. Each pit-stop
comes with stories of desire and war, ambition and death-by Dockyard Road Station, for instance, author
Laurence Sterne's beloved, Eliza Draper, followed a sailor into the sea; or close to Parel Station, the wife of
India's governor general, Lord Canning found a garden rich in tropical vegetation,; this, she replicated at
Barrackpore. Drawing from journals, biographies, newspapers and railway archives-and with nostalgic, first-
time accounts of those who travelled by Indias earliest trains-the book captures the economic and social
revolutions spurred by the country'sfirst train line. In this, Halt Station Indiais not just about the railways-it
isthe story of the growth of India's business capital and a rare study of anation.
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Editorial Review

Review
Rajendra B. Aklekar s research and his scholarship which enables him to interpret his findings throws new
light on the way railways were built. --Sir Mark Tully, author of Non-Stop India

Fascinating stuff. An enormous amount of really rigorous work. --Naresh Fernandes, author of City Adrift: A
Short Biography of Bombay

About the Author

A journalist for the past twenty years, Rajendra B. Aklekar has two things on his mind the railways and
Bombay. He started his career with Rusi Karanjia s firebrand The Daily, where he used to run aweekly
column on the history of Bombay s railway stations. Presently, Aklekar is associated with The Times Group
sMumbai Mirror. He has trained himself in museology to document Bombay s vanishing relics, helped the
railways set up heritage galleries, and worked on several prestigious projects to conserve the city sancient
structures.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Jill Spann:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for all of us. The book Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail
Linesis not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines. Y ou never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Hor ace Godbolt:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for awhile
isreading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Halt Station
Indiac The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.



Madge Stamps:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Halt Station India:
The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Lines suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail
Linesisasingle of several books that will everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the ssmple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this guide. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Chad Brown:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of
the Nation's First Rail Lines or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Halt Station India: The Dramatic Tale of the Nation's First Rail Linesto make
your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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