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Edgar Allan Poe has long been viewed as an artist who was hopelessly out of
step with his time. But as Terence Whalen shows, America's most celebrated
romantic outcast was in many ways the nation's most representative commercial
writer. Whalen explores the antebellum literary environment in which Poe
worked, an environment marked by economic conflict, political strife, and
widespread foreboding over the rise of a mass audience. The book shows that the
publishing industry, far from being a passive backdrop to writing, threatened to
dominate all aspects of literary creation. Faced with financial hardship, Poe
desperately sought to escape what he called "the magazine prison-house" and
"the horrid laws of political economy." By placing Poe firmly in economic
context, Whalen unfolds a new account of the relationship between literature and
capitalism in an age of momentous social change.

The book combines pathbreaking historical research with innovative literary
theory. It includes the first fully-documented account of Poe's response to
American slavery and the first exposé of his plot to falsify circulation figures.
Whalen also provides a new explanation of Poe's ambivalence toward
nationalism and exploration, a detailed inquiry into the conflict between
cryptography and common knowledge, and a general theory of Poe's experiments
with new literary forms such as the detective story. Finally, Whalen shows how
these experiments are directly linked to the dawn of the information age. This
book redefines Poe's place in American literature and casts new light on the
emergence of a national culture before the Civil War.
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Edgar Allan Poe has long been viewed as an artist who was hopelessly out of step with his time. But as
Terence Whalen shows, America's most celebrated romantic outcast was in many ways the nation's most
representative commercial writer. Whalen explores the antebellum literary environment in which Poe
worked, an environment marked by economic conflict, political strife, and widespread foreboding over the
rise of a mass audience. The book shows that the publishing industry, far from being a passive backdrop to
writing, threatened to dominate all aspects of literary creation. Faced with financial hardship, Poe desperately
sought to escape what he called "the magazine prison-house" and "the horrid laws of political economy." By
placing Poe firmly in economic context, Whalen unfolds a new account of the relationship between literature
and capitalism in an age of momentous social change.

The book combines pathbreaking historical research with innovative literary theory. It includes the first
fully-documented account of Poe's response to American slavery and the first exposé of his plot to falsify
circulation figures. Whalen also provides a new explanation of Poe's ambivalence toward nationalism and
exploration, a detailed inquiry into the conflict between cryptography and common knowledge, and a general
theory of Poe's experiments with new literary forms such as the detective story. Finally, Whalen shows how
these experiments are directly linked to the dawn of the information age. This book redefines Poe's place in
American literature and casts new light on the emergence of a national culture before the Civil War.
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Editorial Review

Review

Winner of the 2000 Patrick F. Quinn Award of the Poe Studies Association, Modern Language
Association

"Here is the best book on Poe these last twenty years, and it takes high rank among critiques of Poe overall. .
. . Impressive, indeed formidable, knowledge about Poe's writings and of secondary bibliography is evident.
His homework done well, this critic offers impressive results."--Benjamin F. Fisher, South Central Review

"An important and carefully researched book on Poe. . . . Whalen is a remarkably well versed Poe scholar. . .
. His elegantly and lucidly written book . . . is sure to crucially influence the future shape of Poe studies."--
Scott S. Derrick, Journal of Southern History

From the Inside Flap
"The most illuminating full-scale study of Poe to appear in many years, Terence Whalen's Edgar Allan Poe
and the Masses reconstructs the economic determinants of the author's career to establish a compelling new
understanding of his works and his place in American literature. Often cast as an otherworldly outsider, Poe
emerges here as a representative figure, a shrewd magazinist acutely aware of (and responsive to)
developments in American mass culture during the antebellum market revolution. Poe regarded the emerging
mass audience as a target of exploitation but also a menace to serious art and personal privacy; Whalen
resituates standard texts like The Gold Bug to show how economic issues suffused Poe's narratives and how
worries about the horrid laws of political economy, dogged even his visionary projects. A work of
extraordinary originality and resourcefulness, Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses seems to me an indispensable
book destined to set the course for Poe studies in the coming decade."--J. Gerald Kennedy, author of Poe,
Death, and the Life of Writing

"Uncovering previously elided socioeconomic aspects of Poe's scene of writing Terence Whalen's book
constitutes a major contribution to Poe criticism. Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses exhibits astute theoretical
reach, original archival research, and sensitive, close readings of Poe's fiction and journalism."--Louis A.
Renza, Dartmouth College

"Cultural critics have been concerned with the economic conditions of book publishing and journalism, often
in quite general terms; and there are scholars who have been interested in Edgar Allan Poe's work, who have
gone to the archives, verified texts, established historical contexts. Whalen, however, is the rare case of a
critic who has a sharp theoretical mind and has done archival work; he knows his texts. In the course of this
book, Whalen has managed to revise many of the common assumptions about Poe's career as a writer.
Simply stated, this is a major book."--Lilian Weissberg, University of Pennsylvania

From the Back Cover
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constitutes a major contribution to Poe criticism. Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses exhibits astute theoretical
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Renza, Dartmouth College

"Cultural critics have been concerned with the economic conditions of book publishing and journalism, often
in quite general terms; and there are scholars who have been interested in Edgar Allan Poe's work, who have
gone to the archives, verified texts, established historical contexts. Whalen, however, is the rare case of a
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matthew Armstrong:

The book Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses? A few of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Fatima Leonard:

The publication with title Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses has a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that



exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Marvin Boyer:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can
be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is definitely
Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses.

Duncan Houghton:

This Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Edgar Allan Poe and the
Masses in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?
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