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Destination Culture takes the reader on an eye-opening journey from
ethnological artifacts to kitsch. Posing the question, "What does it mean to
show?" Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett explores the agency of display in a variety
of settings: museums, festivals, world's fairs, historical re-creations, memorials,
and tourist attractions. She talks about how objects—and people—are made to
"perform" their meaning for us by the very fact of being collected and exhibited,
and about how specific techniques of display, not just the things shown, convey
powerful messages.

Her engaging analysis shows how museums compete with tourism in the
production of "heritage." To make themselves profitable, museums are marketing
themselves as tourist attractions. To make locations into destinations, tourism is
staging the world as a museum of itself. Both promise to deliver heritage.
Although heritage is marketed as something old, she argues that heritage is
actually a new mode of cultural production that gives a second life to dying ways
of life, economies, and places. The book concludes with a lively commentary on
the "good taste/bad taste" debate in the ephemeral "museum of the life world,"
where everyone is a curator of sorts and the process of converting life into
heritage begins.
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the question, "What does it mean to show?" Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett explores the agency of display in
a variety of settings: museums, festivals, world's fairs, historical re-creations, memorials, and tourist
attractions. She talks about how objects—and people—are made to "perform" their meaning for us by the
very fact of being collected and exhibited, and about how specific techniques of display, not just the things
shown, convey powerful messages.

Her engaging analysis shows how museums compete with tourism in the production of "heritage." To make
themselves profitable, museums are marketing themselves as tourist attractions. To make locations into
destinations, tourism is staging the world as a museum of itself. Both promise to deliver heritage. Although
heritage is marketed as something old, she argues that heritage is actually a new mode of cultural production
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Destination Culture is a book of discovery. Reading it is to accompany Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett
through fairs and museums, as a tourist and as an always sharp observer of people. The power of this book is
to show how first-rate ethnographic work is also the stuff of cultural studies. This volume, including her
widely cited "Exhibiting Jews," shows why there are few commentators on the cultural scene who are as
insightful, critical—and often funny—as Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett."—Sander L. Gilman, author of
Smart Jews

"A book of wide appeal that has few rivals . . . . It develops an original perspective on museums and other
forums for displaying culture and art and does so in a witty and accessible style."—Ivan Karp, coeditor of
Museums and Communities

From the Back Cover
""Destination Culture is a book of discovery. Reading it is to accompany Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett
through fairs and museums, as a tourist and as an always sharp observer of people. The power of this book is
to show how first-rate ethnographic work is also the stuff of cultural studies. This volume, including her
widely cited "Exhibiting Jews," shows why there are few commentators on the cultural scene who are as
insightful, critical--and often funny--as Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett."--Sander L. Gilman, author of "Smart
Jews

"A book of wide appeal that has few rivals . . . . It develops an original perspective on museums and other
forums for displaying culture and art and does so in a witty and accessible style."--Ivan Karp, coeditor of
"Museums and Communities

About the Author

Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett is Professor of Performance Studies and of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at
New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Destination Culture: Tourism,
Museums, and Heritage that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and Heritage become
your current starter.



Marc Starr:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums,
and Heritage publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Destination Culture:
Tourism, Museums, and Heritage as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Helen Arnold:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Destination Culture: Tourism,
Museums, and Heritage is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Latonya Sams:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and Heritage can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums,
and Heritage.
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