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"Engaging…Teases out the cause and effect of seven [cognition] traps with
witty stories of famous blunders…to teach the basis of good judgment. L ike
all good historians he's hoping we can avoid making the same mistake
twice."?O, The Oprah Magazine

For anyone whose best-laid plans have been foiled by faulty thinking, Blunder
reveals how understanding seven simple traps?Exposure Anxiety, Causefusion,
Flat View, Cure-Allism, I nfomania, Mirror Imaging, Static Cling?can make us
all less apt to err in our daily lives.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Shore (Breeding Bin Ladens), a professor of national security affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School,
explains why smart people do dumb things in this glib guidebook that is more pop psychology than serious
inquiry. According to the author, people blunder because they fall into inflexible mind-sets formed from
faulty reasoning—or cognition traps. Using examples drawn from history, wars, medicine, business and
literature, Shore identifies seven common cognition traps such as causefusion (confusing the causes of
complex events), flatview (black and white thinking) and static cling (an inability to accept change). Shore
cites examples of various actors (individuals, corporations and even nations) stumbling into one trap or
another with unfortunate results (e.g., a person will compound a blunder through different kinds of faulty
reasoning). Shore points to America's Iraq debacle as a kind of perfect storm where all of the cognition
traps... combined to sabotage America's success. But Shore remains optimistic that society can learn to avoid
cognition traps and inevitable blunders by following his prescription of cultivating mental flexibility,
empathy, imagination, contrarianism and an open mind. Despite the clever wordplay, neat categories and
accessible examples, Shore mostly recycles common sense in a fancy package. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Blunder is highly recommended reading as we pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and try not to commit
the same blunders again.” ?BusinessWeek

“A shrewd, smart book…Every policy-maker should have a copy of Blunder near at hand.” ?James Sheehan,
author Where Have All the Soldiers Gone?

“Think Malcom Gladwell meets David McCullough. NOT reading this book would be a blunder of historic
proportions.” ?Eric Weiner, author of The Geography of Bliss

About the Author

Zachary Shore is a professor of national security affairs at the Naval Postgraduate School and a senior
fellow at Berkeley's Institute of European Studies. The author of What Hitler Knew and Breeding Bin
Ladens, he lives in Berkeley, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad
Decisions is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want



and want in this era.

Ellis Cook:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Blunder:
Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
continue to thinking Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Hazel Reinoso:

The book with title Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions has lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jeremy Windham:

This Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Blunder: Why Smart People Make Bad Decisions in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt in which?
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