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“That’s the thing about falling.  It doesn’t go on indefinitely, and it rarely ends
well?.?.?.?”
 
In her page-turning fiction debut, neuropsychologist Kylie Ladd delivers a
searing portrait of two marriages united and betrayed by friendship.
 
“I had been married three years when I fell in love,” begins Kate, a firecracker of
a woman who thought she’d found the yin to her yang in Cary, her sensible and
adoring husband.  For their friend Luke—a charismatic copywriter who loves
women and attention in equal measure, and preferably together—life has been
more than sweet beside Cressida, the dutiful pediatric oncologist who stole his
heart.  But when a whimsical flirtation between Kate and Luke turns into
something far more dangerous, the foursome will be irrevocably intertwined by
more than just their shared history. 
 
After the Fall follows the origin and fallout of the most passionate of affairs
through the eyes of all four characters, unveiling the misunderstandings and
unspoken needs that lie beneath our search for love and connection.  The
narrative moves effortlessly between past and present, painting a nostalgic
picture of the two marriages at their most idealistic—the exact moment when like
turned to love—and at their most volatile.  Thanks to the boundless compassion
with which Ladd draws her characters, one can’t help but root for them as they
wrestle between newfound desire and remembrances of time past, all the while
spinning toward an inevitable conclusion.
 
Steeped in psychological insight and raw emotion, After the Fall is an unsettling
novel of the many ways we love and hurt each other.
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“That’s the thing about falling.  It doesn’t go on indefinitely, and it rarely ends well?.?.?.?”
 
In her page-turning fiction debut, neuropsychologist Kylie Ladd delivers a searing portrait of two
marriages united and betrayed by friendship.
 
“I had been married three years when I fell in love,” begins Kate, a firecracker of a woman who thought
she’d found the yin to her yang in Cary, her sensible and adoring husband.  For their friend Luke—a
charismatic copywriter who loves women and attention in equal measure, and preferably together—life has
been more than sweet beside Cressida, the dutiful pediatric oncologist who stole his heart.  But when a
whimsical flirtation between Kate and Luke turns into something far more dangerous, the foursome will be
irrevocably intertwined by more than just their shared history. 
 
After the Fall follows the origin and fallout of the most passionate of affairs through the eyes of all four
characters, unveiling the misunderstandings and unspoken needs that lie beneath our search for love and
connection.  The narrative moves effortlessly between past and present, painting a nostalgic picture of the
two marriages at their most idealistic—the exact moment when like turned to love—and at their most
volatile.  Thanks to the boundless compassion with which Ladd draws her characters, one can’t help but root
for them as they wrestle between newfound desire and remembrances of time past, all the while spinning
toward an inevitable conclusion.
 
Steeped in psychological insight and raw emotion, After the Fall is an unsettling novel of the many ways we
love and hurt each other.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Kylie Ladd on After the Fall

Whenever I meet someone new and they ask me about my occupation I always reply that I’m a psychologist.
It’s true. I’m a clinical neuropsychologist, to be precise, with a Ph.D. in the field and fifteen years'
experience working in both the public and private sectors. What I fail to mention--mostly because I still can’t
quite believe that it’s true, and I’m stupidly afraid that saying it out loud will make it disappear--is that I’m
also a writer.

I never planned to study psychology. At the time it simply seemed like a good compromise between the
medical degree my parents wanted me to do and the arts degree I was keener on, but now I realize what a
great fit it was. I have always been fascinated by people, and more specifically how we become who we are
and why we make the choices we do. I'm also--as is true for most writers--rather a voyeur. Psychology gave
me the tools to observe others; writing gives me the reason to do so.

Psychology has also helped me understand something I think every writer needs to grasp: that "story" is a
fluid concept, depending wholly on perspective. In the clinic where I work, part of my role is to take a
history from both the client and a member of his or her family. Though I have been doing so for many years,
the process still has the power to surprise, given how differently the same events can be perceived and
experienced by different people. It seems there is always some fresh way for us to love or hate, to
accommodate or alienate each other; there are at least two sides to every story. Listening to my patients and
their families gave me the idea for the narrative structure of After The Fall, where four main characters take
turns at telling their side of a shared story.

Now that both my children are in school, I write three days a week and practice as a psychologist for two--
but the distinction is often blurred. When I write, I am using the resources that psychology has given me;
when I am seeing a client I am simultaneously alert for what I can learn from them about being human. In
both cases, I am listening for story--the stories that explain and define us all.

From Publishers Weekly
Neuropsychologist Ladd's flat debut is narrated by four Australians who make three pairs: Cary and Kate,
and Luke and Cressida, two married couples—and Kate and Luke, who fall headlong into an affair that could
have big consequences. Cary is a chivalrous doctor who desperately wants children, while his impetuous
wife, Kate, an anthropologist, is the lusty life of every party. Then there's Luke, the dashing ad man everyone
falls in love with, and Cressida, his beautiful pediatrician wife, who is more dedicated to her patients than to
her personal life. Short, snappy chapters alternate between the voices of these characters, building the story



of the two marriages and the infidelity that dismantles them. Ladd can turn a phrase and spin a metaphor, but
the characters are too thin to sustain sympathy, and little is done to find a new angle on the familiar setup of
desire and adultery. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Praise for After the Fall
 
 
“After The Fall examines two marriages racing toward collision. Author Kylie Ladd, using precise and
crystalline language, looks through each side of the prism, bringing forth all points of view with raw honesty.
The reader will peek out between covered eyes as they watch these husbands and wives in denial singe the
ones they love.”
—Randy Susan Meyers, author of The Murderer’s Daughters
 
 
“Ladd takes on adultery and its consequences in this accomplished debut… The book is told from multiple
perspectives, in lush, often beautiful prose. Vivid language makes each page a joy to read.” —Kirkus

“Told from the perspective of each person, the book has a deliciously voyeuristic feel that will have you
hooked.”
—Cosmopolitan (Australian edition, book of the month)
 
 
“A subtle, moving and perceptive story of love, loss and hope.”
—Sydney Morning Herald
 
 
 “[Ladd’s] potential is more than evident.”
—The Age

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book After the Fall. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book After the Fall. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff
to go to the library. Let's study.

Laverne Jackson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline After the Fall



suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled After
the Fallis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world on this book.

Tracy Lindsey:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love After the Fall, you are able to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Krystal Wilson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This After the Fall can give you a lot of close friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have After the Fall.
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